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their own crews or destroyed by naval gun-
fire. Those lost in Chechnya were lost due to 
overwhelming odds, not poor protection. 
Overall, it would seem Suvorov failed to ob-
tain information relating to honest reports on 
the tank’s failures, and the fact that the T-
72BM tank had to be renamed after Desert 
Storm (to T-90) as sales fell when the Coali-
tion took the Iraqi army apart in 1991. He sim-
ply states that T-72BM and T-90 are virtually 
the same tank. 

To its credit, the book does have a lot of nice 
color photos of recently seen T-72B and T-
72BM tanks, as well as currently offered vari-
ants such as BREM-1 and foreign variants. 

The T-34 book, on the other hand, covers 
much more — it’s three times as long with 
smaller print. But the T-34 book is a “warts 
and all” view of the tank, and covers its pro-
tracted development history from 1937 to the 
end of WWII. It uses the classic formula, but 
much better and with more respect to its 
subject than to the book’s propaganda value. 

The authors of this book are all Russian 
armor enthusiasts, which means they do not 
bring a lot of corporate baggage into their 
writing and analysis. They cite the CC CPSU 
resolutions that brought the T-34 into being, 
as well as all of the letters and documents 
that cover the vehicle’s convoluted produc-
tion path. 

The history section covers the tank’s use 
during WWII, from the first battles on the 
Western Front through its high watermark at 
Kursk, and on to its final battles in the East 
against the Japanese. The reader gets an 
idea of just what the T-34 really meant to the 
Red Army as both a weapon and a symbol 
of its determination. 

The casual reader and armor enthusiast 
can at least follow the history of the vehicle 
because the photographs are captioned in 
English. Modelers will be delighted with the 
fact that it contains nice, fresh 1/35 plans for 
six different stages of the life of the T-34 
from its beginnings as A-32 tank prototype 
Number 2 to T-34-85 Model 1944. 

It’s just a shame that they are not all avail-
able in English, and the Russians have shown 
only lukewarm interest in translating them or 
having them translated. The information is 
really quite useful, and when presented hon-
estly, as in the T-34 book, clears up many 
myths that are still taken as fact today. 

CW3 (RET.) COOKIE SEWELL 
Armor Modeling and 

Preservation Society (AMPS) 

 
The Long Walk by Slavomir Rawicz, 
The Lyons Press, Guilford, CT, 1997, 
242 pages, $14.95 (paperback). 

 

Rawicz’s humility might briefly mislead read-
ers who find the most recent version of his 
WWII struggle for freedom, but they will be-
gin a journey that represents the most thor-
ough warning against an overthrow of free-

dom. He takes them through the depths of 
imprisonment and returns them to an exalted 
paradise. His book seems modest in pre-
sentation, dominated by the deceptive title 
and a simple, blurred picture of barbed wire. 
At first glance, Lyons Press has produced an 
unobtrusive journal of a man’s search for 
freedom, not unlike many others. However, 
Rawicz captures the reader as easily and 
decisively as the barbed wire on the cover, 
which readers abruptly realize imprisons 
them. The wire blurs, and the distance fades, 
before it reaches more than a few inches; 
the rest of the world does not exist. 

Lyons Press designed the few pages lead-
ing to Rawicz’s journal to draw the reader 
further into Rawicz’s state of mind as he 
begins his trek. It begins with a simple two-
word quote on the cover, “Positively Ho-
meric,” solidifying the project’s sense of 
scale. Opening the cover and finding the title 
helplessly scrawled on an overwhelmingly 
white page, the massive sense of isolation 
settles on the reader. Lyons Press follows 
with the only illustration — a map spread 
across two austere pages, encompassing 
the whole of Asia. A 7,000-mile black line 
represents the hard odyssey of a man into 
and out of freedom, which stretches from 
Moscow to Siberia, and down to India. 

Richard Downing, the original translator, 
introduces us to Rawicz briefly and quietly, 
preferring to leave the weight of the warning 
to Rawicz, whose carefully chosen words 
create a more lush image than any photo-
graph could. “I had to tell my story as a 
warning to the living, and as a moral judg-
ment for the greater good (Rawicz, xii),” 
adds Rawicz in his foreword. Then we delve 
swiftly into the story of a Polish cavalry offi-
cer captured by the Soviets on his return 
from fighting the Germans, tried at Lubyanka 
Prison and convicted of spying for Poland, 
and finally sentenced to 25 years in a Sibe-
rian prison camp. The extraordinary displays 
of endurance, just to survive the deadly jour-
ney to imprisonment, across the whole of 
Russia, goes a long way to establish that the 
Soviets threw many decent men into Siberia. 

Throughout the resulting escape, untar-
nished by time and unblemished by vain-
glory, Rawicz unflaggingly turns the lives of 
his companions into his warning, and much 
more. He sends the reader through Siberian 
winter nights, the Gobi Desert without food 
or water, across the length of China, over the 
crests of the Himalayas, and into the liberty 
of British India. He successfully avoids paint-
ing a pessimistic view of the whole of hu-
manity. Rawicz unassumingly presents a 
story of great men overcoming tragic events, 
forcing us to wonder what those men could 
have achieved in the absence of tragedy. 
Rawicz very successfully presents his warn-
ing. 

Rawicz’s The Long Walk should sit on 
every person’s shelf, not just those of us in 
the military. His journal not only provides us 
with ample warning and motivation for our 

unfailing will, but also with a glimpse at the 
heights of our own endurance. Undoubtedly, 
no reader can set down this book before 
completion. 

JASON A. LIBBY 
1LT, Armor 

Support Platoon Leader 

 
China Attacks by Chuck DeVore and 
Steven W. Mosher, Infinity Publishing, 
Haverford, PA, 2001, 415 pages, $19.95. 

Historically, victors do not learn nearly as 
well as losers. Generally, battlefield embar-
rassment or looming threats make military 
transformation easy. The post-9/11 environ-
ment proves we have both criteria. Terrorists 
executed unthinkable acts and China At-
tacks provides a clear depiction of a loom-
ing threat. 

China Attacks is an astonishing novel por-
traying a People’s Republic of China (PRC) 
invasion of Taiwan. The authors describe nu-
clear-driven, electromagnetic pulse bombs 
— ICBMs. Post-9/11 perspectives must pre-
face that these are no longer unthinkable 
acts but dangerous courses of action, mak-
ing China Attacks a realistic and bracing look 
at the threats to the United States and her 
allies. Moreover, the depicted actions on part 
of the PRC match what many analysts sug-
gest as the outcomes of actual PRC actions. 
Fortunately (for Taiwan), the American fight-
ing spirit and ingenuity repulsed the PRC’s 
plans to reclaim its “renegade province.” 

As an intelligence officer, DeVore has done 
his research and has portrayed the most dan-
gerous course of action. As a reported mem-
ber of Congressman Christopher Cox’s staff, 
the portrayed weapons capability of the PRC 
leads me to believe that he was involved in 
creating the January 1999 Cox Report de-
scribing the acquisition of United States’ nu-
clear secrets by the PRC. Perhaps he used 
the report to highlight the effects of PRC in-
telligence activity against the United States. 
Mosher’s regional expertise probably picked 
up where DeVore’s background left off, pro-
viding the extensive cultural background for 
this endeavor. 

A lesson learned from China Attacks is 
that, when preparing for future operations, 
we should not focus on how we could better 
do what we have tried. We must look at our 
actions through a transformational lens. We 
must ask how we can do things differently. 
Militaries on the losing end of historical turn-
ing points fail because they did not adapt 
to new environments. The terrorists of 9/11 
wrote the new history. They executed the 
unthinkable. China Attacks provides us with 
looming threats of immobilizing tactics. In 
China Attacks, the PRC stole the initiative. 
Transformation is on us; we must maintain 
the initiative. 

JOHN P.J. DEROSA 
1LT, Armor 
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