


commander, G Company, 8th Rifle Brigade. 
This helps provide details of the small-unit tac-
tical actions, which is seldom found in military 
histories.

 Goodwood was a three-corps operation with 
the VIII British Corps’ three armoured divi-
sions conducting the main attack with its divi-
sions in trail, while the II Canadian and I British 
Corps conducted attacks with five infantry divi-
sions to protect the flanks of the primary thrust 
by VIII Corps. The initial mission of VIII Corps 
is best illustrated by an extract from the Sec-
ond British Army’s Plan for Goodwood, para-
graph 5, “Initial Operations VIII Corps: The 
three armoured divisions will be required to 
dominate the area Borguebus-Vimont-Brette-
ville, and to fight and destroy the enemy, but 
armored cars should push for the south to-
wards Falaise, and spread alarm and despon-
dency, and discover ‘the form.’” Unfortunately, 
even these limited and initial goals were not 
met. 

After four days of intense combat, with the 
loss of more than 400 tanks, all that had been 
achieved was an advance of roughly eight 
miles from the Orne bridgehead to the Bour-
guebus Ridge. One small victory was the final 
capture of Caen, a D-Day objective, on 16 July. 
However, General (later Field Marshal) Mont-
gomery indicated that he was pleased with the 
outcome of Goodwood since it had achieved 
its goal of drawing most of the German armor 
to the VIII Corps’ front to facilitate Operation 
Cobra by the First U.S. Army. 

Unfortunately, the author draws some odd 
conclusions while supporting Montgomery’s 
view of the outcome, including the point that 
the tank losses were easily made up from the 
500 spares already available in theater. While 
lend-lease Shermans were certainly available, 
it seems odd that more mention was not made 
of the tank crew casualties that the loss of over 
400 tanks must have created. When 75 and 
88mm solid-shot rounds killed a Sherman, 
they must certainly have had the effect of kill-
ing and wounding hundreds of crewmen. Little 
is said about the opportunities that the capture 
of Falaise might have afforded the allies by en-
abling the capture of significant German forc-
es when the Third U.S. Army swept past that 
point later.

Goodwood then must stand as another of 
Montgomery’s failures in northwest Europe. It 
should be ranked along with his failure to cap-
ture his D-Day objectives, open the port of An-
twerp by early clearing of the Scheldt estuary 
in a timely manner, the failure of Market-Gar-
den, his cautious handling of the north flank of 
the Ardennes, and his extremely cautious and 
overly expansive crossing of the Rhine. 

Considering all the above, this is still an inter-
esting book. The results of the largest British 
tank battle in Europe can be very instructive to 
armor leaders of today. What looks like good 
tank country can, in many cases, become good 
tank-killing country. Artillery, infantry, and tacti-
cal air generally worked well in Goodwood, 
when they were used. Unfortunately, these 

critically needed forces were consistently un-
deremployed.

DAVID L. FUNK

 
The Obligation of Empire: United 
States’ Grand Strategy for a New Cen-
tury, edited by James Hentz, The Uni-
versity Press of Kentucky, Lexington, KY, 
2004, 206 pp., $35.00 (hardback)

In an era when the actions of even junior mil-
itary leaders can be fraught with strategic con-
sequences, it has never been more important 
for the professional soldier to study grand 
strategy. James Hentz’s anthology provides a 
useful collection of essays that can help both 
junior and senior officers think about and try to 
understand the strategic issues confronting 
our nation in a time of war.

The product of a two-day conference held at 
the Virginia Military Institute in April 2002, the 
work first presents a series of essays that de-
fine “four competing visions” of post-Cold War 
strategic policy, and then goes on to provide a 
series of regionally oriented essays that rec-
ommend specific policies for the areas they 
cover. The book concludes with an excellent 
and thoughtful piece by Retired Colonel An-
drew Bacevich, cautioning us about the com-
plexity and hazards that we currently face.

The four competing visions offer the reader a 
handy theoretical framework from which to 
think about the design and conduct of grand 
strategy. The first vision, “isolationism,” pro-
poses a dramatic post-Cold War reduction in 
American intervention abroad. The second, 
“selective engagement,” looks at ways to en-
gage in critical areas with realism, prudence, 
and moderation. “Cooperative security” posits 
that multilateral approaches are the best way 
to deal with international challenges. The final 
vision, “primacy,” suggests that the United 
States should exploit its current hegemonic 
position to re-fashion international order. The 
book then applies these theoretical constructs 
to discuss strategies for Africa, Latin America, 
Central Asia, the Middle East, and Southeast 
Asia.

The reader may decide which visions and 
strategies are the most compelling; but per-
haps surprisingly after 9/11, the essays focus 
on strategy with respect to state actors. They 
acknowledge the rise in non-state participants 
in the global “order,” but offer little analysis and 
nothing truly prescriptive. In the age of al Qa-
eda, Wahabism, and Hamas, a major focus, if 
not the focus, of American grand strategy must 
be the Global War on Terror. 

Writing just before the United States plunged 
into Iraq, Bacevich presciently ends this book 
quoting Reinhold Niebuhr, and warning us 
about hubris — that we need to take care not 
to overestimate our ability to understand and 
manage historical forces lest we court disas-
ter. Iraq seems to have suggested that he may 
be at least partly right.

Hentz offers that the purpose of this work is 
not to provide definitive answers, but rather to 

“offer a picture that reflects the complexity” of 
U.S. foreign policy. While I heartily recommend 
this book — if for the Bacevich essay alone — 
I left it wishing that a fuller discussion of terror-
ism was part of that picture.

WILLIAM R. BETSON
COL, U.S. Army Retired

Jayhawk: The VII Corps in the Persian 
Gulf War by Dr. Stephen A. Bourque, De-
partment of the Army, Center of Military 
History, Washington, D.C., 2002, 514 pp., 
$52.00

JAYHAWK is an in-depth look at Operations 
Desert Shield and Storm from the formation of 
modern maneuver strategy through deploy-
ment, campaign planning, and execution. JAY-
HAWK examines command and control of 
large unit organizations and the application of 
untested doctrine through exhaustive planning, 
training, and execution. Dr. Stephen Bourque 
recounts an honest and revealing portrayal of 
the challenges of modern war facing com-
manders, mixed with candid accounts of se-
nior commanders, and provides his analysis of 
modern warfare. JAYHAWK chronicles the val-
idation of the then-untested AirLand Battle Doc-
trine developed over the two decades since 
the failures of the Vietnam War. Moreover, 
Bourque establishes that the Persian Gulf War 
was a validation of the U.S. Army’s training 
program. 

Bourque takes readers deeper than they have 
ever gone inside major combat operations. He 
delivers the inside details of U.S. Army doc-
trine as it was being exercised, making read-
ers feel they are learning as well as being en-
tertained. Linking doctrine to application, JAY-
HAWK is a gem of clarity and coherence. 

Bourque is a retired armor officer (a Desert 
Storm veteran of the 1st Infantry Division and 
U.S. VII Corps) and a history professor. He is 
the well-published author, chronicling armor 
operations in the Persian Gulf War with arti-
cles appearing in ARMOR, Middle East Jour-
nal, and the Quarterly Journal of Military His-
tory. A historian by trade, Bourque has done 
his research and has portrayed modern war-
fare with its constraints in geography, scope, 
weapons, and effects. His firsthand experienc-
es as an armor officer form the valuable base 
for his writing.

JAYHAWK is a meticulous exercise in source 
documentation. Based on a wealth of primary 
and secondary sources, Bourque exhaustively 
uses briefings, plans and orders, staff journals 
and chronologies, situation reports, interviews, 
after-action reviews, training manuals, govern-
ment and commercial books and manuscripts, 
and journal articles to tell the tale of the victo-
rious exploits of the U.S. Army in the Persian 
Gulf. Despite its extensive documentation, JAY-
HAWK is a remarkable easy read.

JAYHAWK is not only a detailed record of 
major combat operations, but provides candid 
after-actions review, exposing the fissures of 
command and control during large-scale unit 
operations. To his credit, Bourque admits that 
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JAYHAWK, though extremely comprehensive, 
would not detail individual battles that ensued. 
Fortunately, this does not detract from his stat-
ed themes of complex operations, old-fash-
ioned soldiering, initiative, and complex com-
mand and control.

JAYHAWK achieves its goals of expounding 
on the trials and successes of large-unit com-
mand and control. Bourque depicts the com-
mand and control procedures of each major 
command of VII Corps, ranging from the 1st 
Infantry Division Commander, Major General 
Thomas Rhame, commanding his division 
from the turret of a M1A1 Abrams, to VII Corps 
Commander, Lieutenant General Frederick 
Franks’ regular command visits to his subordi-
nate commanders in his Blackhawk helicopter. 
The time and space challenges of fast-moving 
armored warfare exposed fissures in com-
mand and control capabilities, but validated 
the principles of the orders process in clearly 
communicating a commander’s intent and the 
importance of regular face-to-face communi-
cations between commanders. 

Training programs at the National Training 
Center, Fort Irwin, California, and Reforger ex-
ercises in Europe enabled battalion and bri-
gade commanders to be proficient at move-
ment of their headquarters. However, few head-
quarters above the brigade level have con-
ducted such large-scale maneuvers since the 
Korean War. JAYHAWK reminds us that when 
preparing for future operations, we should not 
focus on how we could do better what we have 
already tried to do. 

Bourque’s thorough writing is so strong that 
readers feel they are there. I personally began 
reading JAYHAWK during our deployment to 
Iraq for Operation Iraqi Freedom II. It was viv-
idly striking how much of what Bourque details 
about the VII Corps’ deployment to Operation 
Desert Shield mirrors my own experiences de-
ploying the headquarters company of an ar-
mor task force as an executive officer. I recall 
reading the chapter on port operations and 
onward movement only after our own advance 
party and port debarkation operations in Ku-
wait. I had the utmost desire to kick myself in 
the “4th point of contact” for not studying VII 
Corps lessons learned beforehand. 

JAYHAWK is essential reading for all who 
would understand the dramatic application of 
the then-untested AirLand Battle Doctrine and 
the trials and successes of large-unit com-
mand and control.

JOHN P.J. DEROSA

The U.S.-Japan Alliance: Preparing for 
Korean Reconciliation and Beyond by 
Charles M. Perry, Ph.D. and Toshi Yoshi-
hara, Brassey’s, Inc., Dulles, VA, 2003, 
196 pp., $18.00 (paperback)

Dr. Perry, vice president and director of stud-
ies for the Institute of Foreign Policy Analysis, 
and Mr. Yoshihara, a doctoral candidate at 
Tufts University and research fellow at the In-
stitute of Foreign Policy Analysis, review the 
sometimes uneasy military alliance between 

the United States and Japan through the lens 
of the divided peninsula of Korea. A sound 
overview of the existing alliance structure, the 
authors also examine several possibilities re-
garding the future shape of the alliance based 
on several possible future events.

After a review of the history of the alliance 
and a report on the current state of the alli-
ance, the authors discuss the various pros-
pects for reconciliation and reunification on 
the Korean Peninsula and their effect on U.S.-
Japan relations through a variety of scenarios. 
After examining these various eventualities, 
Dr. Perry and Mr. Yoshihara then examine 
some of the possible effects of reconciliation 
on the Korean Peninsula for the other nations 
in the region, including the People’s Republic 
of China and Taiwan. 

Perry provides a useful overview of the past, 
present, and possible future of the U.S.-Japan 
alliance and the effect of the Republic of Korea 
on that dynamic, but has omitted substantively 
new information or conclusions. This text is 
best for those without a background in the 
area who are looking for a basic understand-
ing of the existing dynamic.

MICHAEL A. ROSS 
SGT, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve

Rommel as a Military Commander by 
Ronald Lewin, Pen and Sword Books 
Limited, London, 2004, 261 pp, $10.99, 
(paperback)

First published in 1968, this provocative study 
by the late Ronald Lewin, distinguished British 
military historian, charts the course of Rom-
mel’s military career.

As the Germans stormed across Europe in 
the early 1940s, the war in North Africa seemed 
relatively insignificant, yet a series of surpris-
ing victories by the Afrika Korps forced Win-
ston Churchill to refocus British attention. Out 
of the desert, one of World War I’s most bril-
liant commanders was blooming, General Er-
win Johannes Eugen Rommel, the “Desert 
Fox.” Early in 1941, Hitler sent an expedition-
ary force, commanded by General Rommel, to 
North Africa to bolster the Italians. The war in 
the desert pitted the British Eighth Army 
against Rommel’s German-Italian Panzer Army. 
The fall of Tobruk to Rommel in June 1942 was 
the heaviest blow struck against the British in 
the Middle East. Yet lapses in Rommel’s judg-
ment, combined with Churchill’s heightened 
defenses and Hitler’s neglect, led to a crush-
ing defeat for the Afrika Korps at Alamein in 
1942.

Although on the losing side in World War II, 
Rommel’s victories in France, the havoc he 
later created on the British in North Africa, and 
the 1944 defensive warfare in Normandy ele-
vated Rommel to a high-level of generalship. 
He devoted his life to the theory and practice 
of war. There was nothing in his family tradition 
to suggest he might emerge as one of the 
great military leaders. His roots were deep in 
German provincial middle class. Such a back-
ground offered no promise for a professional 

soldier in Germany before World War I. It is im-
portant to note that Rommel neither had nor 
sought any affiliation with the closed order of 
the general staff and the Prussian aristocracy, 
which dominated the German army before 
and during World War I, in between wars, and 
even during World War II, kept a grasp on 
many of the main controls. During the 1930s, 
Rommel even turned down an opportunity of 
going to the staff college and thus being initi-
ated into the magic circle. He stood aloof. Lat-
er, Hitler gave him an opening at a crucial point 
in his career; but otherwise, Rommel owed his 
promotions to nobody but himself.

The author argues that Rommel’s allegiance 
was often misunderstood, and he is occasion-
ally referred to as if he was a committed party 
man — he was not. In fact, he was a patriot — 
his country counted more than any individual 
creed. He was never a Nazi; indeed he increas-
ingly deplored Nazism and its manifestations. 
The acid test in regard to Rommel and Nazism 
was his decision to join the organized plot in 
July 1944 against Hitler.

Although Rommel’s fame derives from his 
achievements during World War II, he earned 
his spurs much earlier. During World War I, he 
was recommended for the Iron Cross Class II 
in 1914, awarded the Iron Cross Class I in 
1915, and by 1918, had been decorated with 
the Pour lé Merite a medal, which is compara-
ble to the British Victoria Cross. Rommel saw 
fighting in France in 1914 and Rumania and It-
aly in 1917. But he missed the Western front; 
and this is important, the author contends, in 
an interpretation of his personality and his 
method of command. Because his practical 
experience was gained in mobile operations 
with infantry, he found no difficulty in adjusting 
later to mobile operations with armor. In addi-
tion, because he escaped the trenches in the 
west, he was never affected by that “siege war-
fare” mentality, which consciously or uncon-
sciously distracted commanders in World War 
II who had been junior officers in Flanders.

Rommel’s personal leadership and ability to 
improve on the battlefield, up front with the 
troops and with minimal resources, were ex-
emplary. His colleagues, when discussing him, 
described him as having fingerspitzengefühl, 
the natural ability to read the battlefield. He 
not only had exceptional skills, but possessed 
incredible integrity with which he carried him-
self. The admiration of his adversaries prompt-
ed British Commander Wavell to send a memo 
to his troops reminding them that Rommel was 
human, not omnipotent. He was so respected 
by his own people that he was buried in Ger-
many with full military honors, despite his as-
sociation with the plot against Hitler.

Many scholars have told Rommel’s story in 
greater detail, but none have told it better than 
Lewin. There is nothing new in this current edi-
tion; however, any reader with interest in World 
War II should read this clearly written and 
solidly researched analysis of Rommel’s mili-
tary life and his intriguing personality. General 
Rommel personified integrity and devotion to 
duty.

DENVER FUGATE
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