


ercising his talents to their best advantage, Dr. 
Maloney the “Talibanjaeger” interrupts with his 
personal adventures. Maloney is a historian 
who has bravely gone to dangerous places and 
returned with some fascinating stories.

JOHN P.J. DeROSA

The Foreigner’s Gift: The Americans, 
The Arabs, and the Iraqis in Iraq by 
Fouad Ajami,  Free Press, New York, 2006, 
344 pp., $26.00 (hardcover)

For those who want to expand their under-
standing of the Middle East beyond basic his-
tory, Fouad Ajami is required reading. Ajami’s 
latest book offers deep insight into Arab per-
spectives of American foreign policy and Mid-
dle Eastern politics, derived from interviews 
conducted during six trips to Iraq. He introduc-
es readers to the divergent views of what re-
mains of Arab intellectualism through interviews 
with leading members of Iraq’s Sunni and Shi-
ite communities. Although Ajami jumps from 
topic to topic, his accounts illustrate the per-
spectives and rhetoric that breed anti-Ameri-
canism. This, coupled with the useful Arabic 
terms laced throughout the book, serve as a 
useful reference for those who wish to counter 
anti-American sentiment in the region.

Ajami’s accounts reveal the discrepancies be-
tween Islamist rhetoric and the viewpoints of in-
dividual leaders, figureheads, and intellectuals 
in Iraq. An example of this includes his obser-
vations of the 2005 Iraqi elections, in which he 
saw the country’s willingness to shed the cul-
ture of terrorists, statues, and informers that 
Saddam Hussein represented. Interviews with 
prominent Iraqi clerics reveal that not all Mus-
lim leaders desire an Islamic state. In discus-
sions with Shiite cleric, Sheikh Humam Hamou-
di, of the Supreme Council for Islamic Revolu-
tion in Iraq (SCIRI), Hamoudi says: “a turbaned 
man should not be head of state, for religion 
would then be made to bear the burden of ex-
ecutive decisions.” This appears to be the view 
of Grand Ayatollah al-Sistani, and on more than 
one occasion, Shiite Iraqi clerical leaders have 
declared that they do not want a government 
on the model of Iran’s Islamic Republic.

Ajami also highlights intricacies often over-
looked in Arab politics. He makes the salient 
point that Islamist groups have evolved into the 
only organized opposition to entrenched sin-
gle-party regimes. Because these groups use 
anti-Americanism as a rallying-point, the Unit-
ed States is trapped in a vicious cycle. Ajami 
also comments on the regional balance of pow-
er. He is not kind to neighboring Arab regimes 
and is highly critical of Egypt, who has histori-
cally competed with Baghdad to steer the Arab 
course. A strong, stable Iraq is not in Egypt’s 
interest because it only undermines Egypt’s 
leader position in the Arab world.

Ajami’s treatment of cleric Muqtada al-Sadr is 
worth reading, as Muqtada has received much 
criticism from senior ayatollahs in Iraq for plac-

Enduring the Freedom: A Rogue Histo-
rian in Afghanistan by Dr. Sean M. Ma-
loney, Potomac Books, Inc., Washington, 
DC, 2005, 320 pp., $27.50 (hardcover)

Enduring the Freedom: A Rogue Historian in 
Afghanistan is a journal of Dr. Sean Maloney’s 
trip to observe the war in Afghanistan. Not only 
is it his personal story from 11 September 2001 
through early 2003, but he also provides a sum-
marized history of Afghanistan and a glimpse 
at the campaigns of the International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) against al-Qaeda and 
the Taliban.

To know more about Dr. Maloney, I visited his 
website, where he establishes his personal mis-
sion as, “historian, professor, writer, and travel-
er to make my material and observations avail-
able so that it can stimulate thought, produce 
new perspectives, and hopefully enhance your 
understanding of these complex issues.”

His extensive writings include topics of peace-
keeping and stabilization operations, Canadian 
military involvement in the Balkans, Canada’s 
NATO Brigade in Germany, Canadian national 
security policy, Canadian army history, and the 
ISAF in Afghanistan. He currently teaches at 
the Royal Military College of Canada and is the 
strategic studies advisor to the Canadian De-
fence Academy. As a soldier, he served as the 
historian for four Canadian mechanized bri-
gades in Germany and the Balkans.

In Enduring the Freedom, Maloney moves out 
with rucksack and notepad to chart the front 
lines of the war on terror. Maloney asserts that 
if Canada was going to commit troops to the 
anti-al-Qaeda campaign, he wanted to bring his 
talents to bear. He wanted to record the opera-
tional history unfolding in Afghanistan. In his 
view, contemporary history should be gathered 
at the front end; moreover, a thorough under-
standing of the operational environment by a 
trained historian is a crucial tool in capturing 
crucial information.

Part one of the book provides the background 
to the American-led campaign against al-Qae-
da and its Taliban hosts in Afghanistan, as well 
as the conduct of war from September 2001 to 
early 2003. Maloney provides an understand-
ing of events in and around Afghanistan and 
links those events to events in 2003 for which 
he was present.

Parts two through four discuss ISAF and OEF. 
Maloney provides a great deal of order of bat-
tle information; particular emphasis is placed on 
special operations forces, from all nations, and 
U.S. intelligence services. A significant portion 
of the book is devoted to the coalition militaries 
operating in Afghanistan. Maloney possesses 
an acute knowledge of the European militaries 
based on his experience at ground level. He 
writes about his temporary comrades with affec-
tion, and often admiration, conveying their work-
ing conditions, complaints, and sense of mis-
sion. His is a picture of perhaps significant ex-
perience as they are militaries not culturally dis-
tinct from our own.

Maloney pays particular attention to “der Bun-
desrepublik Deutschland Bundeswehr” (unified 
armed forces of Germany). His knowledge of 
the Bundeswehr is no doubt from his personal 
observations and studies while stationed in 
Germany. Thankfully, my German is only slight-
ly “rostig” (rusty) since he regularly uses Ger-
man to reference rank, title, description, and or-
ganization, often without benefit of translation. 
In fact, due to his choice of “uniform,” Maloney 
is nicknamed “der Talibanjaeger” (Taliban-hunt-
er) — a name that precedes him throughout 
theater. 

During his time in Kabul, he reflects on history 
brought forward. He makes particular note of 
Gebirgsjaegers 233d Battalion (mountain hunt-
ers), Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infan-
try, and the U.S. Army’s 10th Mountain and 82d 
Airborne Divisions, all of which fought against 
the Gebirgsjaegers of Nazi Germany in Italy 
during World War II.

What remains constant throughout the book 
are his observations that soldiers in one nation’s 
army are strikingly similar to soldiers in anoth-
er nation’s army. In this case, tracking ISAF and 
OEF troops across Afghanistan obliged Ma-
loney to endure any number of shared battle-
field conditions, all of them carefully enumerat-
ed, such as subsisting on combat rations, going 
without showers, enduring dusty road marches 
with heavy rucksacks, jostling around in drafty 
cargo planes, rollercoaster rides on helicop-
ters, patrolling in cramped armored vehicles, 
and sleeping on dirt floors using a helmet for a 
pillow.

The book’s operational history focus does not 
develop until part four. While in Kandahar, Ma-
loney provides a firsthand account of opera-
tional planning and execution with the 82d Air-
borne Division, 504th Parachute Infantry Reg-
iment (PIR), Task Force Devil. Maloney shad-
owed Bravo Company, 2d Battalion, 504th PIR, 
during Operation Valiant Strike, a company-lev-
el air assault and cordon and search operation 
in the vicinity of the Pakistani border east of 
Kandahar. He provides operational sketches, 
pictures, and a personal account from planning 
through mission completion. He even lends his 
professional insight by helping Bravo Compa-
ny identify weapons found in caches.

Enduring the Freedom is immediate and per-
sonal. After a while, segments of the book be-
gin to read more like self-enhancement than 
history; they are, in any event, a distraction from 
the purpose of the book, which is to depict the 
operational history of ISAF and OEF. At times, 
it is difficult to determine the difference between 
adventure writing and analysis.

Enduring the Freedom is definitely not a com-
plete military history of the war. The book will 
disappoint anyone looking for a detailed exam-
ination of ongoing war in Afghanistan. That said, 
the few chapters that did discuss the operation-
al history and orders of battle were informative 
and well written. In fact, the whole book was 
decent. Enduring the Freedom is too romantic 
and sentimental to be called “analysis,” and 
yet too journalistic to be straightforward histo-
ry. Just when Dr. Maloney, the historian, is ex-
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