


Terror on the Internet: The New Arena, 
the New Challenges by Gabriel Wei-
mann, United States Institute of Peace, 
Washington, D.C., 2006, 256 pp., $24.95 
(hardcover)

In what must have been a significant under-
taking, Terror on the Internet is the premier ac-
ademic source documenting the relationship 
between terrorism and the internet. Gabriel 
Weimann led a project that targeted internet 
sites from 1998 to 2003. All told, 4,300 sites 
serving terrorists and their supporters were 
cataloged and analyzed.

In chapter one, Weimann quickly examines 
the history of the internet and fundamentals of 
terrorism, and then links the two. He examines 
how terrorist organizations exploit the internet 
and countermeasures available to combat ter-
rorism. He establishes how terrorists rely on the 
internet to maintain their networked organiza-
tion where members are organized into semi-
autonomous cells with little control by a higher 
headquarters. Weimann catalogs numerous 
terrorist uses of the internet, including data 
mining; data collection of potential targets; en-
abling network organization; recruitment of 
fighters; supporters and sympathizers; instruc-
tions and online manuals; planning and coor-
dination; fundraising; and for some organiza-
tions, critical attacks against other terrorists.

Chapter two explores the psychology of ter-
rorism. Weimann uses psychology as a tool to 
understand terrorists, decoding their motives, 
strategies, tactics, and impact. He asserts the 
well-established dictum that the primary inter-
est of terrorists is the impact of their exploits to 
a wider public. Following this argument, the in-
ternet allows opportunities for exerting mass 
psychological impact.

Chapter three, “Communication Uses of the 
Internet,” is the most significant portion of his 
book. Weimann details numerous measures 
used by terrorists, specifically, supporter dia-
logue, which conveys religious and ideological 
views and presents their causes. He presents 
detailed analyses of several groups’ websites, 
which include Hezbollah, Hamas, Ansal al-Is-
lam, Al-Qaeda, Irish Republican Army, Revo-
lution Armed Forces of Columbia, Japanese 
Aum Shinrikyo, and the insurgent groups of 
Iraq. Providing a very useful framework for an-
alyzing website content, his analyses include 
the scope and content of terrorist websites and 
their targeted audiences. As the objective of 
terrorists is to generate publicity and draw at-
tention to their causes, the internet allows un-
censored and unfiltered versions of broadcast-
ed events worldwide. His analyses uncover the 
expansive reach of terrorist propaganda.

The next task Weimann undertakes is an-
swering, “How real is the threat of cyber-terror-
ism?” As in general terrorism research, “se-
mantic precision” is lacking in evaluating cyber-
terrorism. Coining the term “cyber-angst,” Wei-
mann suggests that the western media inflates 
its real significance and promulgates the fear it 
inspires. He establishes that terrorists gener-
ally lack the means and human capital needed 

to mount attacks anything more than nuisanc-
es. Therefore, the threat of terrorists using the 
internet to launch attacks is more viable with 
the next generation, where hacking tools will be 
more powerful, simpler to use, and accessible.

In light of terrorists’ exploitation of the inter-
net, Weimann concludes with policy recom-
mendations, considering current criticisms of 
government measures as abusive to privacy 
and civil liberties. Measures taken to combat 
terrorism on the internet include internet ser-
vice providers providing oversight, self-polic-
ing (.org and .gov sites removing sensitive in-
formation), private citizens as internet vigilan-
tes, government regulation and monitoring, and 
journalistic ethics.

Prefacing that terrorism will not likely go away 
soon, Weimann submits that societies will learn 
to live with some amount of terrorism. There-
fore, governments must find the “golden path” 
compromise to prevent abuse and protect lib-
erties. However, he still offers recommenda-
tions that include modifying the Patriot Act, self-
policing, social responsibility, international col-
laboration, proactive government presence on 
the internet, and promoting peaceful use. Gov-
ernments have used the internet to transform 
the conduct of conflict from traditional insur-
gencies to non-violent political campaigns. In 
an effort to promote peaceful uses of the inter-
net, Weimann cites the example of the Iraqi 
government providing an email address for in-
surgents to communicate their concerns.

Dramatically well documented, Terror on the 
Internet has significant value as an academic 
resource. The sheer volume of source docu-
ments available made this seminal work an ar-
duous undertaking. Moreover, supporting the-
oretical sources cite heavyweights in the study 
of terrorism research. However, the voluminous 
research needed to compose this project lent 
less time preparing the policy prescriptions. Un-
fortunately, the policy recommendations pre-
sented seem paltry in comparison to the threat 
imposed by the current threat.

JOHN P.J. DeROSA

Cleanse Their Souls: Peace-Keeping in 
Bosnia’s Civil War 1992-1993 by Monty 
Woolley, Pen & Sword Books, Ltd., Barn-
sley, 2004, 232 pp., $60.00

Cleanse Their Souls is a first-person narra-
tive describing the experiences of a young Brit-
ish cavalry platoon leader in peacekeeping op-
erations during the war in Bosnia, 1992 to 1993. 
The tale is very engaging, a quick and an en-
joyable read, instructive, and entertaining all at 
once. The author was among the first British 
forces in theater, where they served the Unit-
ed Nations, ostensibly to ensure the safe de-
livery of food and humanitarian supplies to 
starving civilians (typically Bosnian Muslims). 
The author and his platoon covered quite a lot 
of ground, the place names of which would 
sound familiar to anyone with service in Bos-
nia. At different times, his missions took him to 
towns, such as Kladanj, Vitez, Zavidovici, Ze-

nica, as well as Tuzla and Tuzla airfield (where 
U.S. forces would later establish “Eagle Base” 
in 1995 and 1996).

When the Vance-Owen plan failed and the 
fighting escalated in early 1993, he was among 
the first westerners to see the effects of “ethnic 
cleansing” firsthand. As a result of his (and his 
platoon’s) deeds on the ground in Ahmici, he 
was later called to testify at the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia when the Bos-
nian Croat instigators were put on trial. These 
experiences, in addition to his service around 
the world in operations and places, such as 
Desert Storm, Northern Ireland, Germany, Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom, and currently as the 
British Exchange Officer at Fort Knox, give him 
a unique and remarkably broad perspective on 
both peacekeeping and combat operations.

Of particular interest to ARMOR readers are 
the author’s stories about and depiction of the 
British army in Bosnia. He details amusing and 
entertaining regimental traditions, as well as a 
few of the limited opportunities to unwind while 
in country.

Also of note is the fact that the author is very 
effective at establishing a rapport with repre-
sentatives of all sides of the conflict. He suc-
cessfully used his limited Serbo-Croatian to not 
just de-escalate situations with irate locals, but 
to win them over as well. He made a real effort 
to win the “hearts and minds” of both soldiers 
and civilians alike. Many times, these new-won 
friendships were valuable in helping him ac-
complish his mission, as well as provide crea-
ture comforts for him and his men. The points 
the author makes on what the U.S. Army would 
call “force protection posture” were especially 
informative.

In spite of what could be considered tactical 
successes by the author and those like him, 
the United Nations’ mission in Bosnia was gen-
erally a failure, and the author admits it. In the 
book’s final chapter, the author observes that 
European countries, which comprised the ma-
jority of forces on the ground, lacked the po-
litical will to commit the resources necessary 
to end the war. The alternative — to allow no-
holds-barred warfare and let the war continue 
to its natural ending — was also considered to 
be politically unacceptable at home. Instead, 
as the author observes, the participating Euro-
pean countries attempted to find a “middle way,” 
which tried to limit the war to confined areas 
and reduce the suffering of the population. To 
make this “middle way” work included compro-
mises that were generally not accepted by all. 
The author claims — rightly so perhaps — that 
it was the planned division of Bosnia into eth-
nically-based regions by the Vance-Owen plan 
that served as one of the catalysts for the fierce 
round of fighting he witnessed in the spring of 
1993.

The author observes this “middle way” also 
served to dash the hopes of Bosnian Muslims 
for western intervention on their side, as well 
as anger Bosnian Croat and Bosnian Serb 
leadership at UN (mainly Western European) 
meddling. It resulted in a gradual erosion of re-
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Submission Guidelines

Requirements: A clear, hand-drawn or electronic sketch of the shoulder sleeve insignia, distinctive unit insignia, and a 
short, succinct motto. The motto must be written in English and is limited to 26 characters (letters and spaces). Any cur-
rent or retired military personnel and Department of Army civilian may provide input. Individuals may provide a sugges-
tion for just one or two of the desired items if they prefer.

Format: Designs should be drawn on paper or provided as electronic files. Electronic files should be in JPG or BMP for-
mat, and may be sent on diskette or CD-ROM via normal mail or as an e-mail attachment. All submissions must include 
the name, phone number, e-mail address, and mailing address of the individual submitting the designs and motto.

Submissions: Submissions will be accepted from 1 January through 31 March 2007 and may be sent via e-mail (no larg-
er than 3 megabytes) to the following address:

MCOE_Insignia_Suggestions@knox.army.mil

Alternatively, input may be sent via normal mail to either:

ARMOR Magazine  Headquarters, U.S. Army Infantry Center
ATTN: ATZK-DAS-A (MCOE Patch) OR ATTN: ATSH-ATH
201 6th Ave., Ste. 373, Building 1109A  Building 4, Room 451
Fort Knox, KY  40121-5721  Fort Benning, GA  31905-5000

Selection process

Submissions will be screened by the Maneuver Center of Excellence Board of Directors, which is chaired jointly by the 
Chief of Armor and the Chief of Infantry. The most suitable and acceptable concepts will be considered for forwarding 
to the Institute of Heraldry for final production of the patch and crest.

Acknowledgement

The individual(s) who submitted the shoulder sleeve insignia, distinctive unit insignia, and motto design that is selected 
by the board of directors will receive a framed final patch, while the top entries in each category will also receive an 
MCOE coin with certificate of recognition for top entries. These acknowledgements will be issued in the fall of 2008.

The Department of the Army (Army) will acquire ownership of all entries, and each submitter agrees that submission of a design 
constitutes (1) assignment to the Army of any and all rights in the design, including copyright, and (2) a disclaimer of any trade-
mark rights. All entries become the property of the Army, and the Army will have the sole right, at its discretion, to alter or mod-
ify any submitted design. By submitting a design, the submitter warrants that the design is original; that it has not been previ-
ously published; and that it does not infringe upon the copyright of any other person or entity.

Army Seeks Recommendations
for MCOE Patch, Crest, and Motto

The Army needs your design ideas for the Maneuver 
Center of Excellence (MCOE) shoulder sleeve insignia 
(patch) and distinctive unit insignia (crest) and motto. 
Over the next five years, the Infantry and Armor Schools 
will collocate at Fort Benning, Georgia, to become the 
Maneuver Center of Excellence. This Center will be re-
sponsible for all Army land-based maneuver training de-
velopment, doctrine, capabilities development, and in-
clude both Armor and Infantry proponencies.

The Maneuver Center of Excellence will be an Army sub-
ordinate organization and needs a unique patch and crest. 
Personnel assigned to the Infantry and Armor Schools 

will continue to wear current shoulder sleeve and distinc-
tive unit insignias, but soldiers working directly for the Ma-
neuver Center of Excellence will wear the new insignia.

Armor and Infantry possess time-honored crests and 
shoulder patches that reflect the contributions, sacrifices, 
and spirit of each branch in support of the Nation. The 
challenge of the new insignia design lies in capturing the 
historical essence of each branch and their collective em-
bodiment of maneuver as a principle of war. Hence, indi-
viduals wishing to help this effort are encouraged to think 
beyond a simple merging of the existing Armor and In-
fantry insignia.
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Periodicals Postage
Paid at Fort Knox, KY, and 

Additional Mailing Sites

PIN: 083670-000PB 17-07-1

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ATTN: ATZK-DAS-A
ARMOR
201 6TH AVE STE 373
FORT KNOX, KY  40121-5721

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

When was the last time you 
entered the net?

How to Log on

- Go to the Fort Knox homepage at www.knox.army.mil

- Click on the Mounted ManeuverNet link (right side of page)

- Enter your AKO username and password at the prompt

- Under the “Participate” section (left side of screen), click 
“Become a Member,” fill out the form and submit.  You’ll have 
full access within 24 hours. 




